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Roles CONN-OSHA Has Played During Pandemic

 Subject Matter Experts

 Outreach and Education

 Consultation and Compliance



Subject Matter Experts

 Unified Command

 ESF-7 (Emergency Support Function: Acquisition and Distribution of Resources)

 Multi ESF taskforce (Includes testing)

 State Agencies

 Private Sector Worksites

 General Public 

 Re-Open CT



COVID-Related Topics Addressed

 PPE

 Respiratory protection

 Gloves

 Gowns 

 PPE

 Face shields

 Source Control/ Cough Etiquette, Hand Hygiene

 Cleaning/Disinfecting

 Ventilation



Respiratory Protection

Distribute limited supply of NIOSH approved N95s to high risk populations doing high risk tasks 

➢ Need to do a Job Hazard Analysis

If supply limited:

▪ Use of respirators beyond the manufacturers’ designated shelf-life

▪ Use of respirators approved under standards used in other countries that are similar to 

NIOSH-approved respirators

▪ Extended Use/ Re use



NIOSH Approved N95 Respirators

 N95 respirators are filtering facepiece respirators that are approved by NIOSH 

and are given TC- approval numbers   The list of NIOSH approved N95 

respirators can be found at:

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/topics/respirators/disp_part/default.html

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/topics/respirators/disp_part/default.html










Makrite Sekura 321

TC-84A-6660



Counterfeit Respirators









N95s with Exhalation Valves 



If Supplies are Limited…………….





Concern with KN95s

 Although the testing procedures for the 

masks’ filter efficiency are similar, the CDC 

has some quality control concerns.  In 

addition, the CDC notes that many KN95s 

have an ear loop design. NIOSH-approved 

N95s typically have head bands. The limited 

assessment of ear loop designs indicates 

difficulty achieving a proper fit, a key 

element for effective respiratory protection.   

 Don’t use for aerosol generating procedures 

unless alternative is a loose-fitting cloth 

mask



Extended Use/ Re-use

 Surgical mask coverings

 Passive decontamination

 UV

 Hydrogen Peroxide



Outreach and Education focused on: 



Comprehensive Respiratory Protection Programs

Written Program

Medical Clearance

Fit tests  

Training 





High Risk Industries: 



Cleaning, Sanitizing and Disinfecting Surfaces

 Hazard Communication

 Personal Protective Equipment





Consultation and Compliance

April 6

 Consultants conduct “virtual visits” 

 Compliance officers conduct on-site and “virtual visits”

June 1

 Field work resumes



CSHO Safety and Client Safety

Remote/ Virtual work

Opening/closing conference via phone or at picnic table

Live stream walkthroughs

On site

Social distancing and cloth face coverings (review expectations with employer)

N95s- medical clearance, fit tests 

Gloves, goggles, gowns, face shields, hand sanitizer, face masks

Handwashing  before and after visit

Sanitation of sampling equipment



CONN-OSHA Compliance (Public Sector)

 Deaths (presumed work-related COVID)

 Formal Complaints

 Respiratory protection 

 PPE 

 Hazard Communication 

 Whistleblower 

Triage with Departments of Public Health, Education and Public Safety on issues 

concerning source control, social distancing, hand washing and ventilation (211 etc)





CONN-OSHA Consultation 

(Public and Private Sectors)

Follow-up on Federal and Connecticut OSHA Complaints and Citations

Continue to protect public and private sector workers from recognized hazards.  

Essential workers deserve safe and healthy workplaces


